
Avra
Project location: White Rock 
Project size: 108 homes, 17-sto-
rey highrise 
Residence size: 652 sq. ft — 
1,127 sq. ft, 1 — 2 bed
Prices: From $289,900
Developer: Avra Development 
Corp.
Architect: Chris Dikeakos 
Architects
Interior design: Trepp Design
Sales centre: 1456 Johnston 
Road, White Rock
Hours: noon — 5 p.m., Sat 
— Thur
Telephone: 604-531-9030
Website: www.avraliving.com
Occupancy: Fall 2012
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Those involved in the mar-
keting of the 17-storey Avra 
highrise in White Rock are 

now focused on the launch of 108 
yet-to-be-built residences. But a 
couple of years from now, when 
the tower stands high above the 
slope leading to the water’s edge, 
odds are it will have fewer than 
108 addresses.

That’s because a number of 
those who’ve expressed an 
early interest in getting in on 
the Avra action are pondering 
a move not often played out in 
the new-condo scene.

They’re considering buying a 
couple of units — side by side, 
or one on top of the other — 
and having them merged into 
one. That means that as Avra 
is constructed, just a block east 
of Johnston Street, the commu-
nity’s north-south main drag, 
the design of some residences 
might be reconfigured. A home 
of about 700 square feet with 
one bedroom and a den, for 
instance, might be joined with 
its neighbour — up or adjacent 
— and have one less kitchen 
and one less laundry room, but 
considerably more space, both 
within and without.

“I expect that we’ll probably 
have 10 or 15 of those type of 
homes,“ says marketer Cam 
Good. “It is unusual, yes … 
More in this building than any 
other building I’ve marketed, 
we’ve had people [expressing 
interest in] putting two homes 
together and creating a 1,500-, 
1,600-square-foot custom 
home in the sky. 

“They’re excited about the 
open-mindedness the devel-
oper has about putting homes 
together … The developer’s able 
to do it, really at no [extra] cost 

to the buyer because they save 
on the cost of an extra kitchen, 
which compensates for the cost 
of redesigning, moving walls, 
that type of thing.”

Seven floor plans are on offer 
— apart from the four pent-
house units and the four sub 
penthouses beneath them — 
but two-home buyers who 
choose to tinker with those 
plans will be able to become as 
involved in the process as they 
wish, sales representative Tara 
Fluet says.

“They can have as much or as 
little to do with it as they want. 
If they have an idea in their 
head, they can draw their own 
plans,” Fluet says. “Or they can 
have nothing to do with it, and 
we’ll draw it up for them.”

Although sales for the project 
are launching now, early inter-
est in the development has been 
robust, with hundreds of peo-
ple placing their names on the 
registration roster, says Good, 
a key face behind The Key real 
estate marketing group. 

Many are locals, but a good 
number are headquartered 
in Richmond, the Fraser Val-
ley, West Vancouver — and 
beyond.
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White Rock builder anticipating custom orders
Unique combinations of two apartments — side by side or above and below — the promise to Avra purchasers

The Avra project is all about 
the outdoor view. Balconies 
and plenty of windows 
capitalize on the incredible 
view of the horizon and ocean. 
The project also allows buyers 
to purchase two adjacent units 
and have them adjoined.
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“A lot of the people have a place 
in Palm Springs or Arizona or Mex-
ico,” Fluet says. “It’s amazing how 
many people we’ve had [for whom] 
this would be their six-month home. 
Most of the people who are looking at 
the combo units have another condo 
somewhere else.”

Those who reside in Avra — for six 
months a year or for 12 — will become 

familiar with big views: southwest 
to Semiahmoo Bay, eastward to the 
Fraser Valley, north to the coastal 
mountains. But chances are, they will 
be less familiar with the story that 
preceded the project, a story that goes 
back decades.

The site, Good says, has been in the 
hands of the Tsakumis family, the 
owners of Epta Properties, for more 
than 30 years.

“The father planned a tower in the 
’70s, and there are still the drawings 
from it,” Good says. “He had these grand 
plans, which were never realized.”

In recent years, however, Epta — and 
the seven members of the family now 
at the heart of the company — decided 
the time was right to act on that origi-
nal vision.

“They wanted to make sure that they 
made their father proud, and that they 
did a good job,” Good says. “So they 
partnered up with one of the best 
builders in the business and one of the 
best architects in the business.”

That builder is the Quorum Group, a 
company that was established by Rob-
ert Bosa in 1988, evolving from a fam-
ily business that began more than 40 
years ago, and that architect is Chris 
Dikeakos of the award-winning CDA 
Architects. In both cases, they are 
players with impressive resumes that 
include projects that have extended 
from Western Canada to Southern 
California. 

Together, the three participants, 
known collectively as Avra Develop-
ment Corp., will be focused on erect-
ing a building that Good says will be 
noteworthy on several counts. Win-
dows will be virtually floor to ceiling. 
Balconies will be unusually large. And 
then there will be the building’s roof-
line, designed to resemble a butter-
fly, its “wings” lifted slightly at either 
end. It’s a feature, the Avra litera-
ture says, that’s intended to be evoca-
tive of “a sail in the breeze.” (Perhaps 
the design touch is also a nod to the 
project’s name. Says Good: “Avra is a 
Greek word that means sea breeze ... 
Again, it’s a big part of White Rock, 
the ocean and the fresh air.”)

“I’m a huge fan of mid-century 
modern architecture, and that but-
terfly roof, I think, is a throwback to 
that era,” Good says. “It will be, in my 
opinion, the most beautiful part of the 
White Rock skyline — other than the 
horizon and the ocean view.”

Within their open-plan homes, resi-
dents will find much else to appreci-
ate. Those who attend today’s launch 
will be able to tour a 987-square-foot 
two-bedroom show home that’s big 
on space, inside and out. Views will be 
afforded from most areas of the home 
— even from the walk-in closet in the 
master suite. Balconies will be acces-
sible, not only from the main living 
area, but also both bedrooms.

“(Architect Chris Dikeakos) has 
eliminated hallways and whatnot to 
create more open plans and more 
usable space,” Good says.

That usable space is evident through-
out, but particularly in the master 
bedroom, which can accommodate a 
king-sized bed, two small nightstands 
and a dresser.

The show home is fitted with a natu-
ral colour scheme called “White Rock 
pier” — a second is called “Crescent 
Beach sand” — and kitchens are fit-
ted with stainless steel appliances 
from Bosch and Fisher & Paykel. 
Counters are topped with granite, and 
floors with porcelain tile. Homes will 
be fitted with wool broadloom car-
peting, but if buyers so choose, they 
can upgrade to hardwood flooring. 
Additional upgrades include closet 
organizers, wine coolers and granite 
backsplashes in the kitchen.

Building amenities will include a 
furnished guest suite, a fitness centre 
and an entertainment space with a full 
kitchen. 

bgunn@vancouversun.com
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Part-time residents interested

PL
EA

SE
 D

O
 N

O
T;

C
O

LO
U

R
 V

ER
SI

O
N

LE
G

IB
IL

IT
Y;

B
&

W
 V

ER
SI

O
N

R
EV

ER
SE

 V
ER

SI
O

N

Th
e 

Va
nc

ou
ve

r S
un

 Lo
go

 S
he

et
 &

 B
ra

nd
 G

ui
de

lin
es

FO
O

D
Ev

er
! W

ed
ne

sd
a!

VAN01017041_1_1

VANSAC86114_1_1


